
 

City of San Diego 

Community Forest Advisory Board 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

December 9, 2009 

Civic Center Plaza Building 

 

1) Convene: Vicki Estrada, Chair, called the meeting to order at 11:55 a.m. 

 

2) Present: 

Members –Fausto Palafox, Gail Roberts, Dan Simpson, Jon Becker, Karen Davis, Victoria 

Heithaus, Craig Jones, Joe Jones, Tershia d’Elgin.  

[Not Present] – Patrick Caughey, Stephen Lamprides, Mary Johnson, 

Guests – Guy Pruess (Skyline/Paradise Hills CPG), Misty Miliam and Ty Sterns (Urban Corps 

San Diego) 

City Staff – Michael Marika, Ken Healy, Tony Gangitano, Alissa Gabriel,  

 

3) Approval of October Minutes: Approved [d’Elgin/Davis] 

 

4) Chair’s Announcements:  

a. Talking with Council members about support of the Urban Forester position and increased 

forestry presence is continuing. Still a goal to create a separate Forestry division in the 

City.  

b. Drew’s presentation of the Tree Protection Ordinance and how it relates to the 

Historic/Landmark designations. 

 

5) Discussion Item(s):  

a. City budget impacts are still unknown. Final Council decision to be made 12/14/2009.  

b. Term out replacement process. Affected members will be contacted by Mayor’s staff to 

determine next steps. 

c. Tree City USA designation will be lost without Urban Forester position in the City. 

 

6) Action Item(s):  

a. Tree Protection Nomination – 4304 Del Mar Avenue. Reviewed “Landmark” criteria. 

Moved to grant Landmark status based on high aesthetic value and unusual form. 

[D’Elgin/Jones] Approved. 

 

7) Reports: Items not already on agenda  

a. Staff Reports 

 Michael Marika, Park & Recreation Dept. Arborist. Over forty trees in Balboa Park fell 

during recent storm; two of them were significant and/or historic in nature. Additionally, 

five palms broke at the trunk. 

 Ken Healy, Code Compliance Officer 

1. Monthly report attached 

2. Notifying property owners of sidewalk repair liability. Letter attached. 

3. Working to map tree protection designations using GIS software. 
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 Tony Gangitano, Development Services Dept. Senior Planner 

1. Landscape section restored under one senior planner. Landscape inspections now 

Gangitano’s responsibility and he will be reviewing permits and brush management 

plans. 

2. New ordinance in effect 11/27/2009 provides watering requirements and details. 

 

8) Referrals to Committees: Estrada created a working group to write letters in support of the 

Urban Forester position and creating a Forestry division. 

 

9) Public Comment: Ty Sterns reported Urban Corps activities, grants, and upcoming events. 

650 trees per year planted with City matching in-kind services. 

 

10) Adjourned at 1:17pm      
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